4/19/2020
Greetings:
I hope this letter finds you well and that your Easter break was enjoyable.
Hallejulia! Jesus has Risen! In my last newsletter, I stated that the
teachers and I were working on a plan for the continuation of eLearning/Remote Learning. In light of the Governor’s order, we will be
Remote Learning for the remainder of the school year, June 5th. Below are a
few adjustments made to accommodate Remote Learning as we move
toward the completion of the third Trimester of school.
1.
Remote Learning will take place Monday-Thursday with
teachers being available from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm and 12:45 pm2:00 pm. Fridays will be Ketchup Day. Students may use Fridays to
catch-up on their work, view videos, complete any Spanish, PE, music,
art, or computer work, or just take some time to read. The teachers
and I will use Fridays to complete Professional Development and plan
for the next week of Remote Learning.
2.

Grading Policy as per the Archdiocese and St. Patricia School:

Grades will be posted in PowerSchool. Formal attendance will not be
taken during this time. If a student completes their work and turns it
in through the method the teacher prescribes, students will receive
one of the following grades:
A – 93-100%

Excellent

B – 85-92%

Good

C – 75-84%

Average

Pass

Completed

Incomplete

Missing work, below-average work

Student participation is expected, and assignments will be graded
using the above system. Teachers will communicate which
assignments will be graded. An incomplete grade can be assigned for
two reasons. First, a student that does not complete or is missings an
assignment will be given an incomplete. Second, a student that
submits an assignment that does not meet the learning expectations

will receive an incomplete with feedback and an opportunity to redo
and resubmit the assignment. Upon our return to school, a
remediation period will occur so students have a chance to finish any
tasks that were not completed during Remote Learning.
If students have not turned in their assignments and have not
contacted the teacher, parents will be contacted. Communication must
stay open between the student, teacher, and parents.
The third Trimester ends on May 28th, 2020 and report cards will go
home on June 5th, 2020. Report cards will be either sent electronically
through PowerSchool or through the post office.
To see your child’s progress, please log onto PowerSchool. If you have
any questions about grades, assignments, report cards, please contact
your child’s teacher.
If your child is having a difficult time doing their assignments, using
the Internet, or does not have access to a computer, it is imperative
that you contact your child’s teacher. We have accommodations
available to assist your child in participating in school.
**Any student that was already failing two core subjects before the
school went to Remote Learning must complete tutoring or a summer
program before being promoted to the next grade in the fall.
3.

i-Ready

Our students have been doing a fantastic job at completing i-Ready
modules. Thank you. Please note that there will be a final i-Ready test
toward the end of April. As soon as the date becomes available and the
testing is open, I will let you know. On those testing days, students would
only need to log into i-Ready, the testing protocol will be there
automatically. It is important to note that students MUST take the test on
their own to receive an accurate report of the student’s progress. All future
i-Ready learning modules will be based on the efficacy of the progress test.
4.

Primary Student’s work and assignments

Since our Primary Students in grades Pre-K – 3rd do not have access to
a Google email account, our teachers have asked that parents fill out a daily
worksheet and sign off on it. With Remote Learning lasting for the remainder
of the school year, Primary teachers need to begin checking in that work.

Some parents have scanned and emailed their child’s work; however, this
was not possible for all.
On Thursday, April 23rd, 2020, from 10:00 am- 2:00 pm, we are
offering an opportunity for you to drop off your child’s work at school. There
will be bins placed in the parking lot labeled with each grade. You may drive
up and place your child’s work with the signature report (please place work
in an envelope or secured folder) in the correct grade’s bin. The teacher will
then retrieve the work and give feedback after reviewing it. If this date and
times are not convenient, you may also send the work via USPS to the
teacher. Contact the teacher for the address.
5. Student’s Personal Belongings
On March 13th, we left school with the idea that e-Learning/Remote
Learning would be temporary. We now know that we will not be back at
school this school year. However, students still have some personal
belongings in the classroom that we would like to give back to them. The
teachers and I are working out a system that would allow them to go into
the classroom and retrieve the student’s belongings. We would then make
them available for you to pick-up. Please watch my newsletters to find out
when and how that will work. I expect to have something in place before the
end of May.
6. Graduations, Religious Sacraments, and Other Activities
All graduations, religious sacraments such as Communion and
Confirmation, the school play, and more have had to be postponed due to
the Covid-19 stay at home order. It is the plan for St. Patricia School to
reschedule all of these important milestones for our students the best way
we can as soon as the stay at home order is lifted. Your understanding and
patience are significantly appreciated.
7. Afternoon Prayers and Morning Prayers
During school, every morning and afternoon, our students participated
in prayers. I would like to continue that tradition. Every afternoon, I will post
the prayer on Facebook. It would be nice if students could pray along. If you
have someone, you would like us to pray for, please send me an email
jnowinski@stpatriciaparish.com or leave your request in the comments on
Facebook.
Also, we are looking for students or families who would be interested
in doing morning prayers. All you need to do is create a video of yourself

saying prayers and send it to Mrs. Ahern at jahern@stpatriciaparish.com or
Mrs. Nowinski at jnowinski@stpatriciaparish.com Video’s will be chosen on a
first-come, first-serve basis. Keep your video’s short and as clear as
possible. We usually do the Peace Prayer in the morning.
8. Zoom, Google Meet…
Our teachers will be using Google Meet or other video programs to interact
with students, especially in grades 4-8. Zoom is no longer a platform that we
use due to security issues found within the program that are not safe for our
students. Students are expected to follow the technology guidelines just as if
they were in a physical classroom.
9.

Reminder

Do not worry about your child’s academic standing at this time. All students
across the US are doing the same type of learning as your child. It is a level
playing field whether your child will be going from 3rd grade to 4th or 8th
grade to high school. When physical school is finally able to occur, our
teachers, being the professionals that are, will adjust and create an
environment where all students will learn and progress despite/inspite of the
Covid-19 virus. The goal for all of us is to keep their minds active and their
brains growing.
10.

Congratulations!

Finally, I want to congratulate our students, teachers, and parents for
successfully moving to an e-Learning/Remote Learning environment on such
short notice. This has not been easy for anyone, but you have all completed
four weeks beautifully. Thank you for all your patience as we continue to
work out the glitches. This is a new frontier for us all.

Thank you for all your continued support. I am so proud of all our St.
Patricia family and I miss you. Keep up the great work. Be healthy, pray, be
kind, and be safe.
Blessings,
Mrs. Nowinski

