
  SUMMER READING 
Dear Parents, 

 Welcome to summer Reading! Research shows that summer setback in 
reading skills occur when students fail to read over the three month summer 
vacation. Students can begin school in the fall three months BEHIND where they 
were when they left school in June, if they do not read.  

In contrast, students who complete a summer reading program can gain 
skills and start the next school year ahead of where they were when summer 
began. The evidence suggests that reading 4 or 5 books largely eliminates 
summer setback. There exists a powerful relationship between the volume of 
reading and achievement in reading. Children whose reading development lags 
behind their peers engage in far less reading than their higher achieving peers. 

Research also shows that student choice in reading results in greater 
motivation enhancing academic engagement and reading achievement. This 
summer the 4th and 5th graders will participate in an author study. The 4th graders 
are required to read a minimum of 500 pages and the fifth graders a minimum of 
600 pages. They must read at least two books by the same author. Once they 
have completed this, they can choose any other books, both fiction and non-
fiction to complete the reading assignment. Students must keep a reading journal 
listing the book, author, and copyright. They must also write a short essay in the 
journal (at least 10 sentences) describing the reasons they liked the book. 
Students can focus on characters and plot in their essays.  Some suggested 
authors are listed below. This is not an inclusive list and students may choose 
other authors. 

 Some students may want to read the entire series of books written by an 
author while others may choose to read different books by various authors. The 
assignment is to read at least two books by the same author. The goal is to create 
an awareness of how the author writes. Helping students find the right books to 
satisfy their curiosity and literacy needs can result in reading opportunities that 
foster life-long reading interest. Together we can help all levels of readers 
become proficient in skills and eager and engaged readers.  



 

 Have a happy, safe, and well-read summer! Looking forward to seeing you 
in the fall. Happy Reading! 

      Best, 

      Mrs. Holly Oszakiewski 

      Reading Specialist 

 

Suggested Authors (no particular order) 

1.  Raymie Nightingale 

2. Sara Pennypacker 

3. Peter Brown 

4. Kate di Camillo 

5. Mike Lupica 

6. R. J. Palacio 

7. Rick Riordan 

8. J. K. Rowling 

9. Andrew Clements 

10. Dan Gutman 

11. Beverly Cleary 

12. Sharon Creech 

13. Lauren Tarshis 

14. Judy Blume 

15. Jerry Spinelli 

16. Georgia Byng 

17. Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 



18. Carole Marsh 

19. Gordon Korman 

20. Walter Dean Myers 

21. Barbara Park 

22. Jack Gantos 

23. Various Authors of The 39 Clues Series 

24. Various authors of Peter and the Star Catchers 

25. Chris Coffer’s The Land of Stories Series 

26. The Sisters Grimm Series  

27. Book Scavenger Series 

28. Chris Grabenstein 

29. Louis Sachar 

30. Cynthia Lord 

31. Katherine Applegate 

 

Please note: Students can choose other authors of chapter books not listed 
above. Check with your local librarian for additional suggestions based on 
your child’s reading/interest level.  
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